NE¥ YORE TIMES

»Ap roved For Release 209-4/09/2%“‘ OXI e

STAT

ost and’

A-RDP8
Presuient S Counsel Accuses the W314E1ngton

By ROBERT H. PHELPS

: Special to The New York Times
- KENNEBUNKFORT, Me., Nov.
12—Charles W. Colson, special
-counsel to President Nixon, ac-
cused The Washington Post and
the Columbia Broadcasting Sys-
tem last night of “McCarthy-
ism”- in their reports of the
bugging of the Democratic Na-
‘tional Committee and allega-
tions of Republican efforts to]
“sabotage”  the Democrat1c|
Presidential primaries. I
In a rare public appearance,
‘the key Nixon assistant told the,
annual convention of the New
IEngla.nd Society of Newspaper
|Editors at the Shawmut Inn
|that Thc Post and C.B.S. had
ibeen “unconscionable” in the
|way that they had “printed, re-
Iprmtod and eventually reported
. las a fact that which was indeed
mot- a fact” xcgarding‘ the at-
,tempted bugging of the Demo-
’cr'mc headquarters  at  the

’\Vatc'rg'ate Holel in Washington
and the alleged disruption of
the Democratic primary cam-
paign.

Swecifically, Mr. Colson cited
a Post arlicle reporling that|
H. R, Haldeman, President
~ Nixon’s top assistant, had had
. access to a “secret fund” used

to disrupt the opposﬂlon Mr,
Colson complained that The
Post had repeated the charge
without mentioning denials by
Mr. Haldeman and by Hugh:
- 18loan, the former finance chair-
man of the Nixon drive, who
allegedly was the ongmal
source of the article.

Mr. Colson, who played a
major vole in directing the
campaign to re-clect President:
Nixon, singled out Benjamin;
Bladlee the cxecutive edxtor
of The Post, for his halshest
crmcxsm 1

© Describing Mr. Bradlce as the
“self—appomtod leader of a
“tmy fringe of arrogant élitists”

in journalism, Mr. Colson
added: N
“if Bradlee ever left the

Georgetown cocktail set where
he and his élitist buddies dine
on third-hand information, gos-
sip and rumor, he would dis-
cover the real America. He
might learn that all truth and
knowledge does not cmanate
exclusively from The Post, The
{[New York] Times, and the net-
works; and that all of the rest
of the country isn't just sitfing
Jaround waiting to be told by
these sclect few what they are
suppoced to think.”

. Colson alsg denounced

shocking 20 ycars ago.”

il [oF B S and Eric Jkpgpedvald:

s B . 1
commentator, for two programs:

on the Watergate case, “re-
hashing all of the old charges,
coming up. with no new infor-
mation and noting only a selec-
tive few dcnials.” Fifteen min-
utes of the 22 minutes of the
first program were ‘“‘unlabeled
editorial,” Mr. Colson said. |
“Thus,” he charged, “The Post
and C.B.S. employed tactics
similar to those attributed to

their old archenemy of thel

nincteen-fifties [the lale "Sena-
tor Joseph R. McCarthy], engag-
ing in the identical kind of un-
proven innucndo they found 50

Mr. Colson altrlbuled Thel
Post's handling of the Water-
gate story to the paper's de-
sire to prop up the sagging
campaign -of Senator George
McGovern., He suggested no
motivation for C.B.5.s cover-
age.

“The tragedy of Thc Post’s
handling of the Walergate
story, Mr. Colson concluded,
was to “erode somewhat pub-
lic confidence- in the institu-
tions of government; and it
also eroded as well the confi-
dence of a lot of fair-minded
persons  in the objective re-
porting . of The Washmgton
Post.” i

C.B.S. of ‘McCarthymﬁ\’ |
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